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Buildings As Materials Banks 

The influence of BAMB in shaping circularity 
the construction industry

Caroline Henrotay – Brussels Environment





We can't solve problems by using the 
same kind of thinking we used when we 

created them
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CIRCULAR ECONOMY STRATEGY
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THANK YOU
chenrotay@environnement.brussels

Caroline Henrotay – Brussels Environment
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Opening keynote - ‘The Secret 
Life of Buildings’

James Drinkwater, Director of World GBC’s
Europe Regional Network 



‘The Secret Life of Buildings’
BAMB Final Event - 5 February - Brussels

James Drinkwater
Director, Europe, WorldGBC





“Although organ transplantation is today 
merely a clinical curiosity, it may one day 
have a certain practical interest”.

Dr Alexis Carel, 1902





Construction/buildings account for:

● ½ of all extracted materials
● ½ of all energy consumption
● ⅓ of all water consumption
● ⅓ of all waste

in the EU











The Net Zero Carbon Buildings Commitment 

Globally the challenge is now to accelerate the debate around carbon 
emissions across the full life cycle



Global embodied carbon 
emissions from new 
buildings alone will 
exceed 100 gigatons by 
2060 if unchecked, 
rising to over 230 
gigatons if all renovation 
activity and 
infrastructure 
construction are 
included.



Source: Bionova

Europe is a global 
leader in this field

An opportunity to 
bolster efficiency and   

competitiveness



To date EU buildings policy 
has focused on tackling 
use phase / operational 

emissions. 

To achieve the Paris 
Agreement the EU must 
lead a shift in the  global 

debate towards the full life 
cycle.

The Secret 
Life(Cycle) of 
Buildings



The added 
complexity of our 
value chain

Many different 
perspectives, 
drivers, metrics, 
data tools...





The emerging ‘common European language’ for sustainable building and circular 
thinking.

GHG 
Emissions

1 2 3 4 5 6

Resource 
Efficiency & 
Circularity

Water 
Efficiency

Adaptation 
& Resilience

Health & 
Wellbeing

Value & 
Cost

€

Level(s): Shifting the Debate To Life Cycle and Circular Thinking



We need a common language across the whole value chain

… focused on performance across the full life cycle 

… that provides robust and comparable data to enable decisions

Level(s) can be the foundations of future building 
sector policy in the EU, and help establish a world 
leading approach to circular and life cycle thinking









europe@worldgbc.org
www.worldgbc.org




