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Material flows: national level



Construction material resource requirements



CD&E waste generation in England 

Source: Defra



C&D waste recovery rates 

Source: Defra



C&D waste flows in 

England

Source: Green Construction Board (2014). 2008-2012 Five years focus 

on waste achievements and changes and the 2012 figures for CD&E 

waste to landfill in England.



C&D ‘known’ 

waste to landfill

Source: Green Construction Board (2014). 2008-2012 Five years focus on waste achievements and 

changes and the 2012 figures for CD&E waste to landfill in England.



How much demolition waste is there? 

 

19.3 million tonnes in 2011 from NFDC members 

– around 70% of industry by value



Reclamation in the UK

• The UK has an active and 

diverse architectural 

salvage sector in the world

• Mainly small, local 

companies

• Amount of materials being 

reclaimed has decreased

• Salvo (network) 

http://www.salvo.co.uk/



Low value reuse

Waste exchanges

• A number of commercial websites (Recipro, Trade Leftovers, Construction 

Material Exchange, Enviromate)

Community schemes (often need grant funding to survive)

• Community Wood Recycling

• Community RePaint

• Reuse Networks (Reuseful UK, Furniture Reuse) 

Take back schemes for certain materials (carpet tiles, ceiling tiles, plasterboard) 

but mostly recycled; focus on  waste from construction (not end of life) 



Case Study: reuse  at MACE 



Opportunities 

Source; WRAP. Reclaimed Building Products Guide



Potential CO2 savings from using reclaimed materials



Barriers to increased reuse 

• Time consuming and difficult to find local markets (need a long lead in time)

• Lack of awareness and understanding on how to maximise reclamation 

• Confusion of reuse v recycling 

• Value of materials v time to deconstruct

• A focus on developing recycling markets and a push via Green Public 

Procurement (targets to have 20% by value of recycled content in projects)

• Lack of environmental data 

• For structural use, potential issues with liability re performance

• Some local authorities don’t like reclaimed materials 



PRE Demolition/Refurbishment audits

• Requirement in BREEAM 



Case study: University Buildings

• Pre-refurb audit of 2 buildings

• Removing doors, some internal partitions, 

heating and wiring and re-roofing

• Victorian fittings (with value)

• Reuse target of 75%

• Recycling target of 25%  
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